1 H and 13 C spectra were recorded on a Bruker 400 MHz spectrometer. Chemical shifts were reported relative to internal tetramethylsilane ( 0.00 ppm) or 
Section C. Preparation and Characterization of Polymer catalyst P1
Synthetic Procedure:
In a tarred 20 mL scintillation vial, 1 mmol (0.341 g) of 3,3′-bis(trimethoxysilyl)dipropylamine (P0) was weighed and a 25 x 6 mm magnetic stirrer bar added. The flask was then placed on a stirrer/hot plate to stir at moderate intensity with the top loosely covering. While stirring, 2 mL of wet methanol (used as received) was slowly added using a 1 mL glass syringe. The resulting mixture was left open with only stirring under a vent hood until a gel formed which, depending on volume and ambient conditions, took up to 6 hours. Within five minutes after the precursors were added, initial spectroscopic readings were taken by using a micropipette to remove 350 µL of sample material for NMR and 3 µL for FT-IR. Readings were taken every 2 hours. The gel sample was left to further dry for an additional 24 hours. At this point gel was washed with another 2 mL of methanol by stirring with a 12 x 4.5 mm stirrer bar at a high rate. The suspension was centrifuged and the solution was decanted to provide off white powder gel. This gel sample P1 was analyzed using FT-IR, NMR, TEM and SEM. The Product P1 was then used for catalysis.
Analytical data for P0: FT Light yellow oil.
